
World War I 

“The Great War” 

 

Self-determination 

Belief that people in a territory should have the ability to choose their own government. 

Ally 

To unite formally by a treaty or league 

Central Powers 

Consist of Austria-Hungary, Germany, Bulgaria and the Ottoman Empire 

Propaganda 

Ideas or statements that are often false or exaggerated and that are spread in order to 

help a cause 

Contraband 

Things that are brought into or out of a country illegally 

U-boats 

German submarines used in World War I 

Lusitania 

British passenger liner torpedoed and sank by Germany on May 7, 1915—ended the lives of 

1,198 people (128 Americans) and pushed the United States closer to war 

Zimmermann Telegram 

A coded telegram dispatched by the Foreign Secretary of the German Empire, Arthur 

Zimmermann, on January 16, 1917, to the German ambassador in Mexico—telegram was a 

proposal to form a military alliance against the United States—intercepted and decoded by the 

British and its contents hastened the entry of the United States into World War I. 

Army Nursing Corps 

Over 20,000 nurses served in the army during the war, including more than 10,000 overseas. 

War Industries Board 

Controlled the flow of raw materials, ordered the construction of new factories, and occasionally, 

with the president's approval, set prices 

 



Trench Warfare 

Type of fighting in which both sides dig trenches protected by mines and barbed wire 

Armistice 

An agreement to stop fighting 

Liberty Bonds 

Interest-bearing certificates sold by the US Government to finance the American WWI effort 

National War Labor Board 

Wartime agency was chaired by former President Taft and aimed to prevent labor disputes by 

encouraging high wages and an eight-hour day 

Committee on Public Information 

 Propaganda committee that built support for the war effort in Europe among Americans 

Espionage Act of 1917 

Made it a crime to criticize the war effort, limiting constitutional rights of free speech 

Schenck v. The United States (1919) 

Ruled that the Espionage Act did not violate the First Amendment—Schenk protested and 

encouraged others to resist the draft 

Nationalism 

Rivalries over the balance of power in Europe grew between several European nations 

Triple Entente 

Consist of Russia, France and Britain 

Bolsheviks 

Members of the communist movement in Russia who established the Soviet Government after 

the 1917 Russian Revolution 


